
The Episcopal  Church of  the Holy Cross
May,  2007

T HE M ESSENGER

Ma y Birthdays
05-03 Greg Wright
05-05 Nancy Holden
05-05 Ed Comolli
05-07 Jack Stephenson
05-08 Stephen Doar

05-10 Roger Yike
05-10 Penn Dean
05-10 Mary Ellen Wuerfel
05-11 Mary Ann Claud
05-11 Patty Aldred
05-13 Walter Knopp
05-14 Tom Moore
05-14 Katy Moore
05-15 Fred Abbatiello

As I write this on April 27, the past several days have been filled with news from Virginia 
Tech and the senseless murders of 32 students, faculty and staff by one person – a lone gunman.  
Virginia Tech is a beautiful campus.  I was once privileged to lecture there during an Appalachian 
Studies Conference.  One would never imagine that such an act of evil would, or even could, occur 
in such a setting.  But it did.  Evil makes itself present in even the most beautiful and benign of 
environments, and sometimes the worst evil is committed when and where once least expects it; 
and sometimes the greatest good as well.

The young man who chose to act in such a violent and destructive manner could very well 
be an icon of the straits in which we find ourselves as a culture, as a nation, and as the Church.  

Violence has become so commonplace and to-the-fore of our awareness through television, movies and the internet that 
we have begun to take it somewhat for granted – until it involves us, or someone we love.

But violence is more than guns and knives, more than beatings and bloodshed.  Violence is also done by the 
manner in which we treat one another – by our actions and our talk.  We do injury through gossip, slander, backbiting and 
snubs – both small and great – that often inflict serious harm on others.

One of the greatest problems we face today is sometimes called “a failure of compassion” – i.e., in part, the 
inability to feel or comprehend the hurt we inflict when we use our tongues as swords.  But then, sharp tongues and the 
failure of compassion are inescapable realities of daily life.  Politicians, both secular and ecclesiastical, use them with a 
vengeance to get what they want.  Celebrities use them to impress the media and gain recognition.  Athletes play them out 
on the field or court as part of their games.

As a result of all this we have become somewhat inured and accustomed to anger and violence in their many 
forms.  However, violence perpetrated on another human being is not acceptable Christian behavior, no matter how one 
may choose to rationalize it, whether it is with a gun or with a tongue.  Throughout Holy Scripture, in both the Old and 
the New Testaments, violence on another is condemned as evil, and anger, loose talk, gossip and slander are equated with 
violence.

The amazing thing about the Virginia Tech murders is the lack of antipathy, anger, condemnation and venom that 
is NOT being directed at the young man who so indiscriminately ended the lives of so many people.  On the VT campus, 

05-17 Wolfgang Lonnes
05-17 Martha Holford
05-17 Matthew Alexander
05-25 Ann McAndrews
05-27 Kitty Page
05-27 Alex Babcock
05-29 Hugh Key
05-29 Kate Price

The Holy Cross Chapter of Daughters 
of the King will celebrate their one-
year anniversary in May.  It was on 
Mother’s Day last year that 6 new 
members were inducted
and joined by two Daughters at Large 
to reestablish the chapter in Tryon.  

To celebrate our anniversary, we are beginning a new 
study of Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori’s 
book, “A Wing and a Prayer – A Message of Faith and 
Hope.”

The Chapter meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday of the 
month, 10 – 11:45 am in the Common Room.  Meetings 
are open to all churchwomen.  Please feel free to join us 
on any second Saturday.

Continued on pg. 3
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE

Cindy Barnett, Ellen Carey, Mary Hales, Cam 
Lawrence, Lynn Page, Ken Rossen, Harriett Sams, 
Marilyn Walters, Craig Williams
Pam Bright, Deacon, Dolores Zeese, Deacon, 
Jeanette Shackelford

The Heifer Project
In 1944, Heifer International sent Faith, Hope and Charity and 
15 other heifers by ship to struggling families in Puerto Rico.  
That voyage marked the start of a new life for those families 
and for others like them around the world.  Today, Heifer 
provides more than 30 different animals from ducks and 
camels to llamas and geese.  For Heifer Project families, farm 
animals can provide:

�xNutritious food for the children through milk, eggs or 
meat
�xIncome for housing, health care, school fees and other 
needs
�xMotivation to plant trees and grasses and make other 
environmental improvements
�xA catalyst for community development

Today Heifer animals are spreading over the earth as each 
participating family passes on the gift of one or more of their 
animal’s offspring to another family in need.

God told Noah to build an ark and to take every kind of 
animal into it.  To save the Earth for our children and future 
generations, we to must build an ark of refuge.  As Noah drew 
upon faith and hope, we must draw upon faith and hope to 
build a future with no hunger and a healthy environment.

How do we do this?  We are going to fill an ark.  The youth of 
our church have accepted the challenge to lead us in raising 
$5000.  The youth are participating in the Read to Feed 
Program of the Heifer Project.  They are reading books to 
raise money.  What can you do to help?  Find a youth and 
sponsor their efforts.  You can pledge a specific amount for 
each book read.  If you would prefer, you can make a 
donation through the church.  All checks should be made to 
the “Heifer Project” directly.  (Your donation is fully tax-
deductible.).

Any youth who have not received information on the Read to 
Feed Program should contact Lori Walter at 457-4879.  We 
will be participating in the program for the month of May.

The youth will have Sunday School lessons teaching them 
about poverty, hunger and economics.    They are also 
responsible for the bulletin boards that will keep you informed 
of our progress.  Watch and see how many pairs of animals 
we can get on the ark!

For more information on the Heifer Project, 
please go to www.heifer.org or 
www.readtofeed.org.

Outreach Committee Report

HOSPICE HOUSE
 and Holy Cross 

Our Vestry and Outreach Committee have pulled 
together and Holy Cross has donated $2,000 
to the construction of the chapel of the new 

Hospice House!

Now, please consider what you can personally 
give to the building of the Hospice House. Any 
amount will be greatly appreciated. Donations can 
be made in a variety of ways: 

�x�� Pledge over a three-year period with 
reminders sent in June and December.

�x�� Pledge of cash, securities or other 
assets.

�x�� In kind gifts of such donations as time, 
goods or supplies.

Hospice will send a receipt of any gift of any kind for tax 
purposes.

We will soon be looking towards what kinds of 
service we can be of to the Hospice House. For 
instance, the Chapel will need furnishings, the 
walls will need paintings, the kitchen will need 
silverware! Stay tuned for more on this.

Cam Lawrence, Good Samaritan Representative for Hospice 
of the Carolina Foothills
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ASK NOT……..
During his inaugural address John Kennedy spoke the well remembered words,
“Ask not, what your country can do for you…ask what you can do for your country.”

These inspiring words led to the creation of the Peace Corps, an institution in which 
thousands of Americans have given of themselves to help others around the world.

This same sentiment can apply today to Holy Cross Church.  What can you do to 
help?

Sam Doar is seeking people interested in being lay readers, acolytes, chalice bearers, 
ushers and greeters. What about altar guild, flower guild, landscape committee, 
stewardship, office volunteers or any of the other standing committees that do a lot 
of the day to day work of the church?

What type are you and how does that influence your spirituality?  

Find out during this new series.  The Myers-Briggs is a personality “type” indicator that identifies sixteen 
different combinations of traits that influence how we behave and think. There is no right or wrong type.

For those of you interested in a series on Myers-Briggs Type Indicator and Spirituality, please sign up on the 
sheet outside Pam and Marie’s office.  We have room for more people!

The dates will be announced soon.  The series will be led by Betty White on three to four Saturdays; two spent 
in group and small discussion and activities, and one or two in personal conferences with Betty to discuss your 
type.  The cost for this series is $75.00 per person.  Financial assistance is available through the church.  The 
cost is to defray travel expenses for Betty and to cover the cost of the materials, including the “Type Indicator” 
questionnaire.

and on campuses and in churches around the country, prayers and forgiveness have been offered for him as well as prayers 
for those he murdered.

This is certainly the Holy Spirit at work in a world where a failure of compassion is being turn to loving compassion
through prayer, forgiveness and the keeping of one’s peace, even when angry and distressed.  It is an example of what and 
who we can be when we take to heart Jesus’ instruction that we love one another as he has loved us.  Imagine what it would 
be like if we as individuals, and as a church, and as a community, and as a nation were to choose to act differently 
from the rest of the world and be people of loving compassion.  We should do it.  It is a basic expectation of the 
Faith we say we proclaim.  And we can do it, if we choose to do it.

Just as the VT gunman chose to do evil, we can choose to do the good.
DMD+

Continued from front page……...
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In my discussions about ancient British Christianity, I 
realize that I have neglected Ireland almost entirely, 
and have not made any mention of the development 
of the Christian Faith elsewhere in the world. Indeed, 
though the British Church was quite active, and had 
developed traditions of long-standing antiquity 
(which had influence all through the history of all the 
Church to this day), yet it was a rather small part of 
Christendom. If, on the eve of Constantine’s victory 
in 313 AD which brought legal status to the Church, 
western Britain (mainly the Welsh and kindred 
nations) was 50% Christian, this would amount to 
perhaps a quarter to half a million faithful. And if the 
rest of the Roman Empire were 10% Christian, this 
would amount to perhaps 12 million.

The number of Christians for whom the reading of 
Holy Scripture was the central act of worship was 
quite small, indeed, we are considering only a rather 
small outpost of Holy Church (and the ‘Bible-only’ 
Churches still amount to only a small fraction of the 
Church as a whole). I might add, however, that 
‘Bible-only’ Christianity has had a powerful impact 
on the rest of Christendom all through the history of 
Holy Church.

Christianity in the Mediterranean world developed 
along different lines for a number of reasons. Unlike 
Britain, whose intellectual life was governed by 
Druids, and whose conversion to Christianity was 
more of a transition, a bringing of their ancient way 
of thinking into accord with what was found in the 
Scriptures, the Mediterranean world’s thought life 
was dominated by a dozen or more competing 
philosophies (many of them monotheistic) and a 
number of somewhat interconnected forms of 
paganism, with or without the influence of Judaism 
and the Old Testament, and, some influence by 
Christianity. Some of these philosophies and forms of 
paganism had an influence upon the Church, 
sometimes to the point where the message of 
salvation by Jesus Christ was veiled or cast into a 
form that He would not have approved. All the 

Another Chapter of  Anglican History                   Henry Moffitt, Jr.

Britons needed for defining the Christian Faith was 
the Holy Bible; what it said was sufficient for his or 
her Church. Indeed, one finds no writing about the 
Christian Faith coming from Britain until the fifth 
century, except some historical traditions about 
some Saints and the Creed found in St. Patrick’s 
Confession. But the Mediterranean folk were clever 
at taking what was in the Scripture and twisting it 
around to suit their own philosophy or form of 
paganism; a set of definitions was needed by the 
Church to show prospective converts what was 
Christian and what was not. And there was a need to 
expound on an intellectual basis the superiority of 
Christianity over competing philosophies and forms 
of monotheism, and over the various forms of 
paganism that were still flourishing.

To any proponent of these philosophies or paganism, 
the British Christian would respond with a word of 
Scripture. He or she would have been willing to take 
his or her time and win over any prospective convert 
by attraction. The Mediterranean folk had more of a 
sense of urgency and a perceived need to show on 
philosophical grounds the superiority of the 
Christian Faith. Besides, the Church of the 
Mediterranean folk was under attack by these 
competitors; they needed logical tools with which to 
‘fight back’. Such a need was seen by St. Paul, who 
warned young Timothy against ‘that which was 
science falsely so-called’. They saw the need of 
promoting Christianity.

With a need for defining what was Christian and 
what was not, the Church gave rise to the Fathers of 
the Church, a group of spiritual writers who 
expounded the Christian Faith, sometimes to 
believers and sometimes to the world at large. We 
can see that already a difference was forming 
amongst Christians, one which was to have 
consequences many years later.

Henry
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...and in Campobello?
Pam Stone Developing Potential New 
Faith-based Radio Show
“The Secret About The Secret”, debuting Sunday, 
April 29th from 9am till noon is the pilot for a potential 
new radio show featuring Pam Stone, carried on 107.9 
FM.  "I'm still doing my old show, " explains Pam, "but 
this is a new idea, the brain child of 'Matt and Ramona' 
co-host, Ramona Holloway."

What Holloway, Stone and former Duke Power Vice 
President and now motivational speaker, Sharon 
Decker, hope to achieve is a faith-based, family show 
for all ages, filled with fun, inspiration and up-tempo, 
positive music.  "There seems to be a lack of quality, 
entertaining, talk-driven Sunday programming." Pam 
pointed out. "We're a bit like 'The View' without the 
annoying Rosie vs. The Donald factor!"

The plan for the pilot, which will focus on the 
enormous success of 'The Secret,' is to have the women 
work together in a relaxed environment and then study 
audience feedback to see if there is indeed a place for 
faith-based programming.  "All of us are women of 
faith," Pam points out, "but there will be no Bible-
thumping and no judgment calling. None of us are 
levitating. We just want to share some fun and positive 
energy."

The show will be available for downloading at 
www.1079thelink.com

A Sea Change in Hollywood?                      
I was recently co-opted into the Christian 
Screenwriter’s Association on the strength of my 
feature screenplay “The Rowan Tree”.  This has 
opened my eyes to the present battle being waged 
against the raunchy fare being put out by Hollywood.
Following the success of the biblical epic, “The 
Passion of the Christ” in 2004, the industry is now 
prepared to consider faith-based scripts. To break the 
ice, 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment has 
announce that it is reaching out to Christians with Fox 
Faith, a new label that will market DVDs aimed at a 
faith-based audience.  It will also release some of the 
films in theaters.
A studio executive at Paramount recently left to co-
found Good News Holdings, an independent 
production and distribution company that is financing 
and adapting Ann Rice’s novel “Christ the Lord: Out 
of Egypt”.  He is also starting up a Christian 
programming satellite channel.  There are encouraging 
signs that other companies in the entertainment 
industry are moving in the same direction.
Please  pray for the continued success of the Christian 
Screenwriter’s Association and their ongoing 
campaign for value-based movies.  This is a Canadian-
based enterprise with strong ties to Hollywood.  It was 
started in 1999.
Submitted by Hilary Giner-Sorolla

Top 10 for families:
Akeelah and the Bee
Cars
Charlotte’s Web
Eight Below
Facing the Giants
Glory Road
Ice Age: The Meltdown
Invincible
The Nativity Story
The Pursuit of Happiness

Top 10 for Mature Audiences
Dreamgirls
Joyeaux Noel
Last Holiday
The Lost City
Mission Impossible 111
The Queen
Rocky Balboa
Superman Returns
We Are Marshall
World Trade Center

Christian Screenwriter’s Recommendations:
One-Day Introduction to Centering Prayer Workshop

Contemplative Outreach of WNC is offering a contemporary 
presentation of the spiritual practice of Centering Prayer on 
May 5, 2007 at St. Agnes Episcopal Church in Franklin.  
Centering prayer is a method designed to facilitate the 
development of contemplative prayer. In the Christian 
tradition, contemplative prayer is considered a pure gift from 
God. Anyone interested in learning more about this prayer is 
invited to attend this introductory workshop. Instruction in 
the tradition and method of Centering Prayer will be offered 
as well as experiences of Centering Prayer. It will serve as an 
introduction as well as a refresher course. Gathering time is 
9:30 a.m. with the day ending at 3 p.m. Please email 
beckyhannah@charter.net or call 667-2799 for more 
information or questions.  Becky Hannah, trained presenter, 
will lead the workshop sessions.  A suggested donation of 
$25 covers the cost of materials and lunch. Please call the 
St. Agnes office (524-4910) if you would like to attend.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP
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HELP WANTED
The church office needs a volunteer  
on Wednesday afternoons from 1:30 to 
4:30.  Are you or a friend available 
one or more Wednesdays a month?  
Let Wanda know.  Thanks.

Upcoming Events
Saturday, April 21

Listening to God: Discernment
Incarnation, Highlands   9:30 am-3:00 pm

The word "discernment" is still a mystery for many people 
in our parishes. How does it work and what does it have to 
do with me and how I live my life?  Discernment is a way 
of living faithfully as the people of God. Discernment is a 
process of listening with the heart and mind to the Spirit's 
guidance.
Areas we will explore are:
�x��        Why would I talk to God?  How would I hear God?

�x��        What would I talk about?  How would I interpret what God is  saying?

�x��        How do I talk to God?  How do I listen to God?

�x��        What am I going to do with what I hear?

�x��
This workshop will be a combination of experiential exercises, teaching, and 
conversation.  Lay and clergy will help to facilitate the workshops throughout 
the Diocese.

Cost: $25. (Includes morning snacks, lunch, materials)

To register go to www.centersforchristianstudies.org or call Charlotte Cleghorn-
828-274-2681

PLEASE NOTE: Day with the Bishop originally scheduled for April 14th has 
been changed to July 28th at St. Agnes, Franklin.

Saturday, May 5 – Zabriskie Lecture, All Souls Cathedral

 The Rev. Dr. Bill Leonard, Dean of Wake Forest School of Divinity

Saturday, May 19- Listening to God: Discernment
St. Mary’s, Blowing Rock (same as program at Incarnation, Highlands)

June 11-22– Pilgrimage to Wales – There is still room for this pilgrimage.  

God Made Volunteers

Very gifted by God with

Open and caring hearts

Loving and

Understanding,

Never too busy to help.

Thoughtful to others, an

Example to all.

Ever modeling His love by

Remembering others first.

Thank you Lord for these very special people

Submitted by Ann Curtis

From Cannon United Methodist Church

HELP WANTED

Lay Ministers are needed for both services.
Would you consider, serving as a lay reader, 
chalice bearer, acolyte, crucifer,  or taking 
home communion to shut-ins?

These are very meaningful ways to minister 
to your church family.  If you would like to 
explore this, please contact Sam Doar, Jr. at 
457-3635.  There will be a training session 
on the morning of May 5th.
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CONTACTS.. .

Committee Chairs

Acolytes Sam Doar, Jr. 457-3635
Altar Guild Lynn Page 457-2003
Coffee Hour Peter Fenn 457-7115
Daughters of the King Kathy Alyea 859-2251
Treasurer John Renfro 468-4773
Financial Administrator Mimi Alexander 859-9741
Flower Guild Mimi Pospisil 859-9275
Landscaping Glenn Franklin               749-2181
Hospitality, Newcomers Pam Stone 468-4844
InReach Jodie Lashua 859-6814
Lectors, Intercessors Sam Doar, Jr. 457-3635
Newsletter Wanda K. May 859-9741
Outreach Jeanette Shackelford 859-0461
Property & Planning John Walters 859-2045
Stewardship Rody Dayvault 859-3050
Ushers Sam Doar, Jr. 457-3635
Worship Michael Doty 859-9741
Youth Sam Doar, Jr. 457-3635

Clergy & Staff
The Rev. Dr. Michael Doty  -  Rector

The Rev. Marie Cope - Priest Associate
The Rev. Deacon Pam Bright

The Rev. Deacon Dolores Zeese, Retired
Mark Ardrey-Graves  -  Director of Music & Programs

Wanda May  -  Parish Administrator
Mimi Alexander  - Finance Administrator

John Douglas  -  Parish Sexton

Vestry
Jean Boggs    472-2035      Ellen Carey 859-0405
Peter Fenn     457-7115      Ambrose Mills 859-0347
Patsy Baker   859-0195      Rody Dayvault 859-3050
Penn Dean     895-1388      Jeanette Shackelford 859-0461
Pam Stone     468-4844      Grant Stokes                 864 270-8114 
Jodie Lashua 859-6814      Glenn Franklin              828 749-2181

150 Melrose Avenue
P. O. Box 279

Tryon, NC   28782

The Episcopal 

Church of the 

Holy Cross

Phone: 828-859-9741
Fax: 828-859-9454

E-mail: 
office@holycrosstryon.org

We’re on the Web! 
www.holycrosstryon.org
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